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From stocking to sweeping,
Hometown All-Star does

whatever it takes

By Tom N. Tumbusch, 
for The Kroger Co. and Procter & Gamble

     Since 2007, Ron Wolf has spent 
most of his Wednesday mornings 
stocking the shelves at Crayons to 
Computers, a nonprofit free store for 
teachers. He’s there once a week, 10 
months out of the year, alongside his 
wife, Nancy, and the many friends 
he’s formed along the way. They help 
out several organizations together, 
and Crayons to Computers seemed 
like a great fit for them after Nan-
cy retired from a 25-year teaching 
career. 
     Wolf, a retired machine tool 
salesman, is known for his wit and 
infectious energy. Yet behind the 
wisecracks and high-fives, it’s clear 
there’s something much deeper. 
     “Ron really goes above and 
beyond,” says Analisa Condon, 
volunteer coordinator for the orga-
nization. He’s always one of the first 
to get a table and start setting up the 
room, always one of the last to leave, 
sweeping the floor in our Teacher 
Free Store when we’re done.”
     Outside of Crayons to Computers, 
Wolf volunteers at Camp S’More, an 
overnight camp for urban children 
living in poverty, and participates in 
the Man-to-Man Associates prison 
outreach program. He’s also tutored 
at Winton Hills Academy for seven 

years and coached baseball for 12 
years.
     Wolf’s tutoring experience 
gives him outside validation of 
the work Crayons to Computers 
is doing. “I see firsthand how kids 
value the pencils or the crayons 
or the journals that they get from 
Crayons to Computers,” he says. 
“Their eyes light up and they’re 
so appreciative and they’re eager 
to learn    — no matter if they’re 
coming to school without socks or 
without a hat on their head.” 
     He’s also enthusiastic about 
Crayons to Computers’ “Keep 
Our Kids Warm” program, which 
encourages volunteer knitters 
throughout the Greater Cincinnati 
area to donate handmade hats, 
scarves, and mittens to the Teach-
er Free Store. He even discovered 
that an inmate he visits through 
the Man-to-Man Associates pro-
gram spends time knitting scarves 
for the program.
     Wolf credits much of the suc-
cess of Crayons to Computers to 
the organization’s “terrific staff 
and volunteer support.”
     “We continually get reinforce-
ment,” Wolf says. “They’ll talk to 
teachers and students and have 

them write us personal notes. We’re 
continually getting notes in the mail 
from students that are receiving 
backpacks or journals or whatever 
school supplies may have been offered 
through the Teacher Free Store. Over 
the past couple days we’ve received 
several notes from teachers from var-
ious schools saying ‘without you guys 
it would be a continuing struggle to 
provide supplies for our kids,’ and that 
means a lot.”
     Wolf is one of nine community 
volunteers selected for the “Hometown 
All-Stars” program, which is presented 
by Procter & Gamble, a proud sponsor 
of MLB, along with Kroger.  He will 
be recognized with the other honorees 
prior to the 2015 MLB All-Star Game at 
Great American Ball Park on Tuesday, 
July 14.
     “Kroger is extremely excited to 
partner with P&G to recognize these 
‘unsung heroes’ in our community and 
what they’re doing to make Greater 
Cincinnati a better place to live and 
raise our families,” says Patty Lee-
semann, public affairs manager for 
Kroger’s Cincinnati/Dayton division.
     “This is an opportunity to really put 
Cincinnati’s best foot forward, not just 
to the baseball fans of the world but to 
everyone in the United States,” adds 

Aileen Musselman, a communica-
tions manager for Procter & Gam-
ble. “While people are celebrating 
these professional athletes who are 
excellent at their game, we also want 
to shine a spotlight on the folks in 
our community who work so hard 
on behalf of others.”

Ron Wolf stocks the Teacher Free Store at Crayons to Computers every Wednesday 
morning. He has been volunteering alongside his wife and close friends since 2007. 
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Ron Wolf and wife Nancy, volunteers at 
Crayons to Computers, enjoy a 

Halloween celebration this past fall.


