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Special Olympians have more
ways to compete thanks to
Hometown All-Star Anne Knodle
By Tom N. Tumbusch,
for The Kroger Co. and Procter & Gamble

When Anne Knodle moved
back to Cincinnati with her family
in 2001, she was eager to keep
her son Robbie skiing. Born with
Down syndrome, Robbie already
loved the sport, which gave him
an activity he could share with
others.
“I found out through Special
Olympics they have this wonderful unified ski program that
we got hooked up with,” Knodle
recalls. “And that just kind of
hooked us right in.”
Hitting the slopes with Special Olympics Hamilton County
(SOHC) turned out to be just the
tip of the iceberg for both Knodle
and her son. When Robbie was
invited to participate in the state
Winter Games in Cleveland, Knodle volunteered as a chaperone.
On the way home, she learned
that Janet Smith, executive director for SOHC, was having trouble
keeping a swimming program
going. Knodle said “Janet, I can
do that for you.”
Knodle was soon managing a
small swim program, which has
since expanded to two sessions
with more than 30 swimmers.
Shortly after that she found
herself involved in SOHC’s basketball program as well, and by
September of 2005 she had joined
its board.
“She’s a real go-getter,” says
Smith. “Not only does she help
with the athletes’ programs but
she also helps with our fundraisers.”
Knodle’s contributions have
encouraged SOHC to re-think the
role of parents in their organization. “At the beginning we tried
to keep the parents less active,
because we thought ‘They’re with
the kids all the time,’ ” Smith
recalls. But instead of wanting a
break, the organization discovered a deep desire for parents to
be involved and to train their other children alongside the athletes
with special needs.
“Now we have more parents
stepping up and doing exactly
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what Anne does,” Smith says.
“Her example inspired us.”
Robbie went on to compete
in the World Winter Games in
South Korea in 2013, and had the
honor of lighting the torch at the
opening of his training camp in
Lake Placid. He became involved
in basketball and golf in addition
to skiing and swimming, and took
on another new sport when ear
problems forced his roommate
to drop out of the swim team.
“Robbie wanted him to be able to
participate in the state Summer
Games, so they started running
track,” Knodle recalls. “It’s
amazing how it snowballs.”
Now 28 years old, Robbie
volunteers as a manager of girls
softball and soccer programs at
Sycamore Community Schools.
“He loves to compete and he
loves to be part of the excitement
of a game,” Knodle says.
Knodle has been particularly pleased to see the results of
“unified” programs, in which
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kids with and without disabilities
compete together. “It gives them
something they can do with their
brothers and sisters and lots of
them stay active afterwards,
which is really cool to see,”
Knodle says. “So we’re not only
helping the kids with disabilities
but we’re educating that next
generation.”

Knodle is one of nine community volunteers selected for the
“Hometown All-Stars” program,
which is presented by Procter
& Gamble, a proud sponsor of
MLB, along with Kroger. She
will be recognized with the other
honorees prior to the 2015 MLB
All-Star Game at Great American
Ball Park on Tuesday, July 14.

