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Hometown All-Star helps
kids make college transition
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Scholars in Cincinnati’s Boys
Hope Girls Hope (BHGH) program have gained new support
for their education before, during
and after college – largely thanks
to the efforts of one woman.
Renée Dunn first became
aware of BHGH when her son
was attending St. Xavier High
School. Several of her son’s
friends were living in one of the
organization’s houses nearby. She
was impressed with the program,
which helps academically capable and motivated children with
unstable home lives caused by
challenges like poverty, substance
abuse or the death of a guardian.
“I talked to one of the staff
members at the school because
these were boys I really liked,”
Dunn recalls. “I decided once my
son graduated that I would reach
out to the organization and see
what I could do to help.”
Dunn contacted BHGH at an
ideal time. While the organization
had a well-established foundation
for helping students reach high
school graduation, it was eager to
provide more support for col-

lege-bound scholars.
“Most people know it’s easy to
get lost in that world of college,”
says Debbie Bowman, president
of Boys Hope Girls Hope of
Cincinnati. “Of all the kids that
graduate from BHGH, 85 percent
graduate from college. That’s
huge already but we want it to
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