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Hometown All-Star helps 
kids make college transition

By Tom N. Tumbusch, 
for The Kroger Co. and Procter & Gamble

     Scholars in Cincinnati’s Boys 
Hope Girls Hope (BHGH) pro-
gram have gained new support 
for their education before, during 
and after college – largely thanks 
to the efforts of one woman.
     Renée Dunn first became 
aware of BHGH when her son 
was attending St. Xavier High 
School. Several of her son’s 
friends were living in one of the 
organization’s houses nearby. She 
was impressed with the program, 
which helps academically capa-
ble and motivated children with 
unstable home lives caused by 
challenges like poverty, substance 
abuse or the death of a guardian.
     “I talked to one of the staff 
members at the school because 
these were boys I really liked,” 
Dunn recalls. “I decided once my 
son graduated that I would reach 
out to the organization and see 
what I could do to help.”
     Dunn contacted BHGH at an 
ideal time. While the organization 
had a well-established foundation 
for helping students reach high 
school graduation, it was eager to 
provide more support for col-

lege-bound scholars.
     “Most people know it’s easy to 
get lost in that world of college,” 
says Debbie Bowman, president 
of Boys Hope Girls Hope of 
Cincinnati. “Of all the kids that 
graduate from BHGH, 85 percent 
graduate from college. That’s 
huge already but we want it to 
be even higher, and under her 
leadership there’s no doubt in my 
mind it will be.”
     Under Dunn’s leadership, BH-
GH’s Transition Committee was 
created to help scholars make the 
adjustment from high school to 
college life. It acts as a support 
system for navigating financial 
aid, preparing for living away 
from home, and acclimating to 
the college environment. 
     “There was no one in our orga-
nization that could tackle that,” 
Bowman says, so Dunn took on 
the task of building the commit-
tee herself. Mentoring, regular 
care packages, and assistance 
finding summer jobs are just a 
few of the committee’s activities. 
Bowman credits the success of 
the program, which has become a 

model for other BHGH affiliates 
throughout the country, to Dunn’s 
tireless efforts. “It’s been going 
like gangbusters ever since she 
walked in the door.”
 
“College can be a very challeng-
ing time,” Dunn says. “You have 
kids in the program going from 
a situation where they’re being 
supported 24/7 in the houses to 
going to college where they’re on 
their own.”
     Dunn is one of nine commu-
nity volunteers selected for the 
“Hometown All-Stars” program, 
which is presented by Procter 
& Gamble, a proud sponsor of 
MLB, along with Kroger. She 

will be recognized with the other 
honorees prior to the 2015 MLB 
All-Star Game at Great American 
Ball Park on Tuesday, July 14.
     Like many of her fellow All-
Stars, Dunn is humble about 
being selected but hopes it will 
raise community awareness. “I 
hope that more and more people 
can learn about BHGH and the 
great work that they are do-
ing,” she says, “either through a 
financial contribution or signing 
up to become a mentor or tutor 
for these kids or adopt a house. 
Companies and groups can adopt 
a house as well and provide sup-
port.”
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Hometown All-Star Renée Dunn gathers with a group of Boys Hope Girls Hope 
mentors and staff following a mentoring training session at the BHGH 
office in June.


